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13340. POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES

Aeneas loved his mother.
1. POSSESSOR: his → 3rd per. sing. reflexive → su-
2. NOUN POSSESSED: mother → māter 

CASE: direct object → accusative
GENDER & NUMBER: feminine singular

3. SELECTION: suam → accusative feminine singular
Aenēas mātrem suam amābat.
Venus often gave comfort to her son.

1. POSSESSOR: her → 3rd per. sing. reflexive → su-
2. NOUN POSSESSED: son → f īlius 

CASE: indirect object → dative
GENDER & NUMBER: masculine singular

3. SELECTION: suō → dative masculine singular
Venus f īliō suō consōlātiōnem saepe dedit.

For the 3rd person non-reflexive possessive adjectives, Latin
uses the genitive case of the personal pronoun (see p. 45),
regardless of the case of the noun modified. These forms:
singular → eius; plural → eōrum (masc. & neut. pl.) and
eārum (fem. pl.), have endings reflecting the gender and
number of the possessor. The literal meaning is of him, of
her, of it, of them, i.e. librı̄ eōrum → the books of them (their
books).

The goddess saw her father. [referring to the goddess’ father]
Dea patrem eius vı̄dit.

|
3rd person personal pronoun genitive
fem. sing. (referring to the goddess)

Compare to:
The goddess saw her father. [referring to her own father]
Dea patrem suum vı̄dit.

|
3rd person reflexive possessive adjective
acc. masc. sing. agrees with case, gender, and number of 
patrem (father)

N.B. Possessive adjectives are frequently omitted in Latin if
there is no doubt as to who is the possessor. However, you
should add them in the English translation.

Eurōpa cum amīcīs lūdit.
Europa is playing with her friends.




